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DONALD CITY COUNCIL
WORK SESSION
Minutes
Monday, November 3, 2025 at 6:45pm
Hybrid Meeting at City Hall: 10710 Main St. NE and via Zoom

OPEN MEETING: Council President Olsen opened the City Council Work Session on Monday,
November 3, 2025 at 6:46 pm.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

ROLL CALL:
City Council Present: Council President Jan Olsen, Councilors: Michael Coffman, Abby Hungate,
Amanda Johnson, Gabrielle Plunkett and Jenny Strathdee.

City Council Absent: Mayor James Houdyshell (excused).
Staff Present: City Manager Eric Underwood, Admin Assistant, Linda Hansen.
Others Present: None.

ADD/DELETE AGENDA ITEMS: None
DISCUSSION ITEMS:
I. Regional Economic Development Strategy Follow Up

Brendan Buckley, Senior Project Manager with Johnson Economics, shared the
Regional Economic Development Strategy draft which focused on the City of Donald.
He highlighted information in the Donald specific draft, including the results of the
SWOT (Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats) analysis. He then went
through the draft Implementation Strategies and Actions. City Manager Eric
Underwood and Buckley described urban renewal districts, now called tax increment
financing, which can encourage development of land or key properties. The entire city
is an Enterprise Zone. A zoning assessment might be a goal for the city, but it was felt
that the timeline for a UGB expansion was not pressing. A councilor suggested that
Chemeketa Community College be encouraged to open a small campus in the area
with a trade school program. Funding sources were also discussed.

IL Regulation on Keeping and Raising Chickens in Donald
City Manager Underwood provided background to this topic’s inclusion on the
agenda, saying that it originated after a complaint received by the city in July about
numerous animals on a property, including a number of fowl. Donald doesn’t have
rules that regulate chickens. In Chapter 92 of the Donald Code of Ordinances, animals



are regulated under nuisances. He then asked the Councilors if they thought that
Donald needs an ordinance that regulates the number of chickens or fowl on a
property. A robust conversation took place about the topic, whether the number of
fowl need to be specified in the ordinance, some felt that a permitting process was
best while others thought that city involvement should be complaint driven. Some
liked Aurora’s approach in their code but not everyone was in agreement. Consensus
wasn’t reached and it was decided to table the topic for the time being.

I1L Water Service Line Financing Follow Up Discussion
City Manager Underwood stated that the Council had decided at the October Work
Session that an interfund loan would be the best path forward to obtain funding for
needed water line repairs in certain neighborhoods. At the time, the Council didn’t
want to pay interest to the sewer fund. He explained that the money in that fund is
currently invested in LGIP where it is currently receiving interest and is 30% of the
money that Donald has in LGIP. The suggestion was made by Lisa, the City’s
accountant, that the loan include repayment of the principal plus some interest so
that the sewer fund doesn’t lose out on the total amount of the interest it would have
made during the time that the water fund was borrowing from it. The council
requested that City Manager Underwood report back what the rate of interest
currently being earned on the money is and how much loss of interest the sewer fund
would experience during the life of the loan.

ADJOURN

Motion by Councilor Coffman, seconded by Councilor Johnson, to adjourn the work session.
Council President Olsen adjourned the work session of the Donald City Council on Monday,
November 3, 2025 at 8:47 p.m.
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